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health of the King. Stair, when told this, was much
grieved, and said 'twas a scoundrel he had dismissed.

As the King sensibly declined I noticed that al-
though terror of him kept people as much away from
M. d'Orleans as ever, I was approached even by the
most considerable. I had often amused myself at the
expense of these prompt friends; I did so now, and
diverted M. d'Orleans by warning him beforehand
what he had to expect.

On Friday, the Qth of August, 1715, the King hunted
the stag after dinner in his caleche, that he drove him-
self as usual. 'Twas for the last time. Upon his return
he appeared much knocked up. There was a grand
concert in the evening in Madame de Maintenon's
apartment.

On Saturday, the ipth of August, he walked before
dinner in his gardens at Marly; he returned to Ver-
sailles about six o'clock in the evening, and never again
saw that strange work of his hands. In the evening
he worked with the Chancellor in Madame de Main-
tenon's rooms, and appeared to everybody very ill. On
Sunday, the eleventh of August, he held the Council
of State, walked after dinner to Trianon, never more
to go out again during life.

On the morrow, the I2th of August, he took medi-
cine as usual, and lived as usual the following days. It
was known that he complained of sciatica in the leg
and thigh. He had never before had sciatica, or rheu-
matism, or a cold; and for a long time no touch of
gout. In the evening there was a little concert in
Madame de Maintenon's rooms. This was the last
time in his life that he walked alone. ,. .